
 
 

2026 Legislative Agenda 
 
TSBA firmly believes in the success of Tennessee’s public schools and the opportunities they 
have provided and continue to provide to children. The Association acknowledges the 
challenges that public schools face as well as the need for continued improvement, and its 
member boards of education are dedicated to reaching the goal of every child achieving his or 
her highest potential. We believe we can help accomplish this goal by focusing our legislative 
efforts on the following areas: 
 
 
Local Control of Schools 
 
Ø TSBA believes that local boards of education are the best equipped and informed to make 

decisions to address the needs and challenges of their local schools. TSBA opposes any 
efforts to diminish or impede upon this local control.   

 
Criminalization of Drones Capturing Images and Videos Over School Property 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to criminalize the act of using drones to take images or 

record videos over school grounds without permission from the school or district.  
 
Clarification of PC 244 Relative to Student Searches 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to clarify language in PC 244 to clearly define which 

school officials may conduct searches, to provide flexibility when administrators are 
unavailable, and to create an exception for alternative education settings.  

 
Clarification of PC 215 Relative to Notifications of Credible Threats 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to clarify that LEAs are required to notify parents and 

guardians only when threats of violence or significantly disruptive behavior are determined 
to be credible.  

 
Sufficient Funding for Adequate School Nurses 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to appropriate sufficient funds to ensure that every public 

school district in Tennessee has the resources necessary to staff an adequate number of 
licensed school nurses to meet the health needs of students.  

 
Creation of an Education Regulation Task Force 
 
Ø TSBBA urges the General Assembly to create a task force charged with evaluating 

legislative regulations impacting public schools in Tennessee with the goal of recommending 
ways to reduce the regulatory burden on Tennessee public school educators and school 
systems.  



 
 
Public Higher Education Fee Discount Program for School District Employees 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to permit all fulltime employees of public schools and 

public school systems to be eligible for the State of Tennessee’s Public Higher Education Fee 
Discount program.  

 
Support for the C.H.O.I.C.E. Act 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to adopt the Creating High-Achieving Opportunities in 

Competitive Education (CHOICE) Act. 
 
Funding for Special Education Preschool Students 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to allocate full funding for preschool special needs 

students and the required typical peers in the TISA funding formula. 
 
Creation of a Capital Projects Trust 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to allow the creation of a "Capital Projects Trust" for 

school districts to set aside funds exclusively for use on capital projects, enabling more 
flexibility for districts as they save money to fund these projects. 

 
Maintenance of Effort True-Up 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to establish a maintenance of effort "true-up" in state law, 

ensuring school districts receive the full local funding budgeted by their local funding bodies. 
 
Ability to Conduct Lotteries for Educational Purposes 
 
Ø TSBA urges the General Assembly to enact an amendment to Article XI, Section 5, of the 

Tennessee Constitution to allow Boards of Education to conduct lotteries or lottery-type 
events to obtain funds that will be solely and exclusively used to supplement the educational 
and extracurricular programs officially recognized and approved by said Boards of 
Education.  

 
 
 
 
The Tennessee School Boards Association will actively support legislation relative to these and 

other issues as determined by its Resolutions and Position Statements. 


