
 
 
 

Issue Brief   – Threat Assessment Teams 

 

 

 

Background 

 

School violence is a major concern for parents, students, educators, community leaders, and 

others in the community. The State of Tennessee, through the work of the Tennessee General 

Assembly, the Tennessee Department of Education, the Tennessee Board of Education, and local 

boards of education, is committed in creating safer public schools. There is no easy formula or 

profile of risk factors that accurately determines whether a student is going to commit a violent 

act, but a threat assessment is intended to prevent violence and involves both assessment and 

intervention. A comprehensive interventions-based approach can reduce the risk to both the 

potential victims and perpetrators, and threat assessment must be an integral part of a system that 

fosters a safe, supportive, and effective school environment, characterized by trust between 

students and adults, respect for others, parent involvement, and collaboration between school and 

community. 

 

Other states have developed legislation regarding the establishment and operation of threat 

assessment teams in public schools. Adopting legislation that allows school districts to create 

threat assessment teams to identify, evaluate, and address potential threats to the community, 

school, or home environment created by potentially at-risk youth would benefit all students. The 

members of a threat assessment team may include, but shall not be limited to, juvenile services 

personnel, a representative of the local district attorney's office, law enforcement personnel 

(including, but not limited to, school resource officers), and school district administrators and 

personnel. The legislation should permit the threat assessment team to identify members of the 

law enforcement community, juvenile services, and/or school systems to whom threatening 

behavior should be reported and provide resources when presented with indications of 

threatening or aberrant behavior that may represent a threat to the community, school, home, or 

self. 

 

The legislation should also give participating agencies the ability to share information related to 

at-risk youth without violating any applicable confidentiality laws, standards, rules, or 

regulations. The legislation should mandate that no threat assessment team, any of its members, 

or any person providing information to a threat assessment team shall be held liable in any action 

for damages or other relief and is immune from liability arising from the provision of 

information to a threat assessment team or in any judicial or administrative proceeding if the 

information is provided to the threat assessment team in good faith and without malice and on 

the basis of facts reasonably known or reasonably believed to exist; or in any action for damages 

or other relief and is immune from liability resulting from any decisions, opinions, actions, and 

proceedings rendered, entered, or acted upon by a threat assessment team undertaken or 

performed within the scope or function of the duties of such committees or in any judicial or 

administrative proceeding if made or taken in good faith and without malice and on the basis of 

facts reasonably known or reasonably believed to exist. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

TSBA Position - SUPPORT 

 

TSBA urges the Tennessee General Assembly to adopt legislation to help local school boards 

establish and operate threat assessment teams to support their schools. 


