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Rutherford County Honored for
Excellence in Education Program

Nashville, Tennessee - During its annual convention each year, the Tennessee School Boards Association 
(TSBA) offers an award to a board of education that has an innovative and successful program operating 
within its district. The 2017 Award for Excellence in Education Program winner is the “Mechatronics 
Program” from the Rutherford County School System. The mechatronics program provides students of 
Rutherford County’s Oakland High School with the opportunity to earn an industry certification, earn college 
credit and transfer seamlessly from high school to Motlow College where they can finish their associates 
degree in as little as two semesters.

The mechatronics program has received multiple accolades and has been used as a model for other high 
schools in Tennessee and beyond. In fact, the program has become a frequent tour stop for education officials 
from other states, including as far away as Hawaii. The program began during the 2013-2014 school year 
in the Spring Semester. The mechatronics program of study was developed because of the vision of Keith 
Hamilton, Manager NA-MEC for Bridgestone, he realized that within the next 10 years (2012-2022) that 
his workforce was going to be retiring. He started talking with a newly organized group, the Manufacturers 
Leadership Council (MLC), and together they brainstormed ideas to meet their workforce needs. They then 
invited K-12, Post-Secondary, and more importantly our law and policy makers to forge ahead with the 
initiative. This combined group pioneered the effort to go to the TN Governor and share their story. It 
normally takes a few years to get a new program offered at a university. With industry support, they made 
it happen in six months. Mr. Hamilton not only wanted it to be in the university, he saw that high school 
students could also handle the concepts of mechatronics.

When a student enrolls in the mechatronics program of study they take digital electronics as a sophomore 
and then they are dually enrolled with MSCC and OHS for their junior and senior years to where they will 
leave high school with at least 16 transcripted college hours and it will meet their three-course focus for 
graduation. Based on their 2015-2016 data, 100% of students enrolled in this program are high school
graduates. They have 94% that have enrolled in a post-secondary Institution and 94% of these students have 
earned an industry recognized credential. They have 100% of their juniors and seniors that have earned post-
secondary credit. 
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RCS Career and Technical Education Coordinator Tyra Pilgrim and Oakland High School Principal Bill 
Spurlock led a session at the TSBA conference to share information about the Mechatronics program with 
other Tennessee public education representatives.

-end-

The Tennessee School Boards Association (TSBA) is a state wide, nonprofit organization of school boards throughout 
Tennessee. TSBA’s mission is to assist school boards in effectively governing school districts. Through the years, TSBA has 
helped school boards and their members reach their highest potential through Association programs, meetings and services. 
TSBA also provides school board members with a collective voice in matters of legislation and public education concerns. For 
more information about TSBA, visit our website at: www.tsba.net.

TSBA 2017 Award for Excellence, Rutherford County (L-R): Bill 
Spurlock, Oakland High School Principal; Tyra Pilgrim, Technical 

Coordinator; Don Odom, Superintendent


